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HE  history  of  New  England  like  its  interesting 
climate  is  marked  by  variety. 

The  same  alternation  of  clouds  and  sunshine, 
of  gloom  and  cheer  or,  as  our  ancestors  might 
have  said,  the  smiles  and  frowns  of  the  Almighty  characterize 
both. 

The  letter  of.  the  Warwick  men  here  printed  describes  a 
gloomy  period  on  the  western  shore  of  Narragansett  Bay. 

The  authorities  of  Massachusetts  were  by  no  means 
pleased  to  have  as  their  next  door  neighbors  those  they  had 
expelled,  nor  to  have  these  exiles  control  the  commodious 
harbor  of  Narragansett  Bay. 

Here  was  Roger  Williams  at  Providence,  William  Cod- 
dington  on  the  Island  of  Rhode  Island,  and  last  of  all  Samuel 
Gorton  first  at  Pawtuxet  and  then  at  Wanvick. 

Though  Samuel  Gorton  is  now  to  many  of  us  but  an 
empty  name  he  was  in  his  day  a  strenuous  and  beneficent 
force.  In  religious  affairs  he  may  have  been  a  mystic  or  as 
he  sometimes  described  himself  in  legal  documents  “a 
professor  of  the  mysteries  of  Christ,”  but  in  the  practical 
affairs  of  daily  life  he  was  a  logician,  a  legalist,  a  fierce  hater 
of  all  sham  and  pretension. 

He  has  well  been  called  a  forgotten  founder  of  our  liberties, 
for  by  his  trenchant  and  sarcastic  criticism  of  the  Plymouth 
magistrates,  of  the  self  constituted  judges  of  Aquidneck  and 
the  persecuting  leaders  at  Boston,  he  showed  New  England 
her  need  of  legally  constituted  authority  to  protect  the 
rights  of  Englishmen. 

After  difficulties  at  Plymouth,  Portsmouth  and  Provi¬ 
dence — all  regarded  by  him  as  lawless  communities,  he  settled 
with  a  few  companions  at  Pawtuxet.  With  the  settlers 
already  there  difficulties  speedily  arose  and  some  of  the  old 
group,  though  their  lands  lay  far  beyond  the  charter  limits 
of  Massachusetts  (three  miles  south  of  the  Charles  River) 
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proposed  to  secede  from  Providence  and  submit  themselves 
to  Massachusetts.  This  colony  at  once  accepted  the  offer, 
Governor  Winthrop  saying  “We  thought  it  not  wisdom  to 
let  it  slip”. 

The  Pawtuxet  settlers  were  notified  that  hereafter  any 
disputes  between  them  would  be  settled  by  the  courts  at 
Boston.  The  dealings  of  that  Court  with  dissenters  were 
only  too  well  known  in  Providence. 

Gorton  and  his  friends  desired  no  experience  of  this  justice. 
They  purchased  from  Miantomoni,  chief  sachem  of  the 
Narragansetts,  a  tract,  twenty  miles  in  width,  at  Warwick 
and  abandoning  their  shelters  already  built  and  their  fields 
already  cultivated,  removed  thither  begining  their  settle¬ 
ment  anew.  This  did  not,  however,  bring  peace.  Two  of 
the  minor  chieftains  now  claimed  these  lands  as  their  property 
and  appealed  to  Massachusetts  against  the  Gortonians  as 
intruders. 

Massachusetts  then,  as  narrated  in  the  following  letter, 
took  up  arms  against  Samuel  Gorton  and  his  followers  and 
well-nigh  compassed  their  destruction. 

When  finally  released  from  their  imprisonment  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  the  Gortonians  were  forbidden  to  return  to  their 
ravaged  homes  at  Warwick.  The  homeless  outcasts  sought 
a  refuge  at  Portsmouth. 

Apparently  all  was  lost,  but  speedily  by  a  diplomatic  move 
the  tables  were  turned,  the  mighty  were  put  down  and  the 
lowly  exalted. 

Under  the  advice  of  Gorton,  Pessicus  and  Canonicus,  now 
ruling  the  Narragansetts,  by  a  document  ratified  by  solemn 
council,  submitted  themselves  and  their  people  and  lands 
“unto  the  protection,  care  and  government  of  King  Charles’' 
and  appointed  Samuel  Gorton  and  three  of  his  friends  as 
Commissioners  to  proceed  to  England  and  lay  this  sub¬ 
mission  at  the  foot  of  the  throne. 
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By  this  act  the  Indians  and  the  Massachusetts  men  were 
now  on  an  equal  footing,  fellow  subjects  of  the  same  King 
to  whom  each  appealed  for  justice.  Southern  Rhode  Island 
was  now  the  property  of  the  King,  the  Kings  Province, 
therefore  let  all  intruders  beware.  The  King  could  be  relied 

upon  to  protect  his  royal  rights. 

These  Warwick  Commissioners  on  their  arrival  in  London 
found  troublous  times,  for  England  was  busy  at  home. 
They,  however,  obtained  an  order  from  the  Parliamentary 
Commissioners  for  reinstatement  in  their  lands  and  for  their 
safe  conduct  home  through  Massachusetts  territory.  While 
in  London  Gorton  published  a  detailed  narrative  of  sufferings 
of  himself  and  friends  at  the  hands  of  Massachusetts  under 
the  title  “  Simplicities  Defence”  to  which  the  Massachusetts 
agent  issued  a  rejoinder  called  “Hypocrisie  Unmasked  . 
These  old  controversialists  had  a  flair  for  title  making. 

The  case  dragged  along  and  even  as  late  as  1677  Warwick 
considered  it  necessary  to  send  agents  to  England  to  watch 
over  her  interests. 

Gorton  was  not  only  the  founder  of  Warwick  but  he  was 
also  an  important  factor  in  securing  the  western  shore  of 
Narragansett  Bay  for  Rhode  Island.  Without  this  territory 
the  meager  fields  of  Providence  at  the  head  of  the  Bay  and 
the  Island  of  Rhode  Island  might  have  sunk  into  political 

insignificance  and  lost  their  identity. 

The  original  letter  is  in  the  John  Carter  Brown  library 

through  whose  courtesy  it  is  here  reprinted. 

Edwin  Aylsworth  Burlingame 
Theodore  Everett  Dexter 
Frederic  Willard  Easton 
Norman  Morrison  Isham 
Howard  Willis  Preston 
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The  Letter 


A.  D.  1662. 


Letter  from  the  Commissi  of  the  Chief  Sachems  in 
America,  to  the  Ld  Chancellor  Hyde  complaining  of 
ill  treatment  from  the  people  of  Massachusetts. 

Right  Honorable 

The  Fame  wee  heare  of  your  wisdom,  Justice,  Equitie, 
and  trust,  together  with  a  deepe  Sence  of  the  honor  of  his 
maiesty,  and  Saftie  of  all  his  Loyall  Subiects,  doth  Imbolden 
us  to  disclose  a  matter  vnto  your  honor,  wherein  the  Kings 
maiesty  (Seemes  to  us)  to  bee  Concerned,  it  is  a  voluntary 
transaction  don  in  the  dayes  of  his  maiesties  Royall  father, 
by  the  Chief!  Sachims  or  princes  in  theese  parts  of  America, 
where  wee,  your  humble  seruants,  now  soiournj  wherein 
they  did  most  freely  and  willingly  Subiect  and  make  ouer, 
themselus,  their  Lands  inheritances  and  peoples  vnto  his 
maiesties  Royall  father,  his  heirs  and  Sucksessors  for  euer, 
To  be  at  the  disspose  of  that  Soueraigne  Royaltie  with  its 
lawes  and  Customs,  In  themselues  and  their  Sucksessors 
for  euer.  A  copie  of  which  act  wee  haue  made  bould  to 
send  hereinclosed  to  your  honors  view:  fearing  to  Send  the 
deed  it  self  because  of  danger  in  transportation, 

The  Lands  thus  Submitted  we  Conceiue  to  be  at  the  least 
fortie  or  fiftie  miles  Bordering  vppon  the  sea  with  diuersse 
Comodiouse  Islands  neare  a  Joyninge,  and  at  the  Least 
fourescore  miles  vpp  into  the  Countrey,  with  a  Comodiouse 
and  spasiouse  harber  for  shipps  where  the  statliest  vessells 
in  England  may  Safely  Ryde  with  three  fair  and  bould 
openings  vnto  the  Sea,  And  is  situate  in  the  very  heart  of 
New  England.  Great  presumption  of  Rich  mineralls  in 
this  tract  of  Land:  one  hauinge  beene  opened  by  Som  of 
late,  which  they  Cali  a  mine  of  black  lead ,  the  mint  master 
of  Boston ,  allowes  Six  pounds  p  tunn  to  them  that  dig  it, 
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and  we  are  informed  that  it  is  easily  Comme  by,  and  he 
Keepes  (as  we  are  informed)  eight  or  nine  men  at  work 
about  it  pryuatly  in  Boston,  and  makes  much  plate,  in  soe 
much  that  it  Can  not  be  Concerned  how  it  should  be  at¬ 
tained,  vnlesse  the  black  lead,  afford  white  siluer,  the  myne 
is  situate  by  the  watter  side  fitt  for  transportation,  may  it 
please  your  honor,  the  ocation  or  prouocation  of  the  sayd 
Sachims  to  this  Solem  act,  was  the  demeanure  of  Som  of 
our  Countrey  men  (more  espesially  a  people  seated  in  a 
plantation  called  the  Massachusets)  towards  our  selues, 
your  humble  seruants;  with  other  of  our  friends;  who  Came 
by  leaue  Granted,  from  our  Natiue  Countrey  into  theese 
parts,  And  beinge  we  Could  not  close  with  our  Countrey- 
men  in  the  order  of  their  Church  Gouernment,  they  expelled 
us  from  amongst  themselus,  whereby  wee  were  Constrained 
to  seeke  to  theese  Sachims  for  a  persell  of  land  to  plant 
vppon  to  mentaine  our  families  perceiunge  that  a  great  part 
of  the  English  plantations  hadd  beene  bought  of  them,  and 
accordingly  they  sould  us  a  tract  of  Land,  farr  out  of  the 
Jurisdictions  of  the  Massachuset,  But  when  the  sayd 
people  of  the  Massachusett,  perceiued  us  to  be  in  a  way  to 
liue  by  them,  in  the  Countrey,  they  presently  sent  and 
Somoned  us  to  appere  and  attend,  at  their  Courts,  notwith- 
standinge  they  Knew  us  to  be  farr  out  of  the  bounds  of  their 
pattent,  which  we  refused  to  do,  tellinge  them  that  we  were 
the  Kings  subiects  as  themselues  were,  and  when  we  Knew 
his  maiesties  pleasure  Concerninge  ourselus  we  were  Ready 
to  obey,  In  the  meane  season  wee  liued  peaceably  amonst 
ourselues  and  did  wronge  to  no  man, 

Shortly  after  they  Sent  out  one  Captaine  George  Cooke, 
with  a  band  of  Souldiers  and  a  great  Company  of  Indians 
with  them,  with  Comision  to  put  us  to  the  sword  in  Case 
we  would  not  Relinquish  our  religion,  which  god  had  taught 
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us  in  our  Native  Countrey,  where  from  our  youth  we  had 
attended  the  publick  ministry  we  hearinge  of  their  aproch, 
though  Kept  as  pryuate  as  the[y]  Could  to  haue  taken  us  at 
unawares,  we  sudainly  Sent  away  our  Wyues  and  Children, 
betaking  our  selues  to  one  of  our  houses  by  which  means 
they  Could  not  tell  what  number  we  were,  they  fearinge 
that  Som  of  our  Countrey  men  might  be  Joyned  vnto  us 
who  were  seated  not  farr  off  whom  the  massachusets  had 
also  Cast  out  from  amongst  them,  They  intrenchinge 
themselues  about  us  we  stood  for  Som  tyme  vppon  our 
defence,  thorrow  sore  assaults  both  by  Shott  and  fire,  At 
the  last  by  terms  of  agreement  with  the  Captaine  and  his 
officers,  we  Consented  to  go  downe  to  the  massachusets 
three  or  four  of  us,  only  as  Neighbours  and  freemen,  to  see 
what  the[y]  Could  obiect  against  us, 

This  beinge  Concluded  we  invited  them  to  the  place  of  our 
defence  to  refresh  themselus,  But  when  they  saw  how 
few  we  were  beinge  but  a  mater  of  half  a  score  men  they 
presently  seised  vppon  our  arms  and  Caried  us  all  away 
like  Captiues  and  Slaues,  hauinge  their  men  in  Readiness 
«  to  driue  away  all  our  Catle  to  a  great  number  and  left  our 
houses  and  the  rest  of  our  goods  as  pillage  for  the  Indians, 
And  when  we  Came  to  Boston  the  Gouernor  presently  sent 
us  to  prison  in  the  Comon  iaile,  and  afterwards  brought  us 
vppon  our  examination  with  profession  they  had  nothinge 
against  us,  but  only  in  Case  of  our  Religion,  But  howeuer 
they  Called  that  their  generall  Court,  beinge  that  the  whole 
Collony,  Came  together  it  Consistinge  of  all  their  officers, 
yet  did  they  examine,  and  try  us  in  a  pryuate  way,  Non 
beinge  admitted  to  here  our  alegations  and  answers,  but 
only  the  members  of  their  Court  and  Elders  of  their 
Churches, 
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and  when  they  put  us  to  answer  to  their  demands  vppon 
iif  and  death,  we  apealed  to  the  Kings  maiestie  for  Judg¬ 
ment,  which  was  deneyed  unto  us,  the  Gouernor  seeming  to 
Sleight  us  for  propoundinge  any  such  thinge,  by  which  we 
Concerned,  that  they  thought  they  should  never  be  brought 
to  give  an  account  for  their  doinges  hauinge  so  stronge  an 
interest  in  the  parliament  of  England  then  sitinge  in  those 
troublouse  tymes.  And  when,  as  they  Could  finde  no 
breach  of  any  of  their  lawes  against  us,  yet  notwithstandinge 
they  proseeded  to  put  it  to  the  maior  vote  of  their  Court,  so 
pryuatly  held,  whether  we  should  liue,  or  dye,  The  Cause 
was  Cast  on  our  side  by  two  votes,  but  one  of  them  presently 
Relinquished,  (as  som  of  the  deputies  of  the  Court  informed 
us)  Mr  John  Endicot  sayd  he  did  not  vote  to  saue  our  Hues, 
but  only  Som  spase  of  tyme  to  be  giuen  before  execution, 
whervppon  som  of  the  Court  moued  to  haue  it  put  to  vote 
againe,  But  the  Gouevner  Mr  John  Winthrope,  answered, 
the  finger  of  god  is  in  it,  let  it  go  as  it  is,  yet  the[y]  proseeded 
to  Confine  us  vnto  Narrow  Limit ts  in  diuersse  places  of  the 
Countrey,  beyonge  which  we  were  not  to  moue  in  paine  of 
death  and  layd  boults  and  Chaines  vppon  us,  wherein  we 
were  to  work  for  our  liuinge,  dureinge  the  pleasure  of  the 
Court,  and  not  to  speak  of  any  points  vppon  which  we  had 
beene  examined,  vppon  paine  of  death,  and  present  execu¬ 
tion:  proff  beinge  brought  into  any  of  the  maiestrates, 
without  further  tryall,  under  which  Sensure  we  Continued 
for  the  space  of  one  whole  winters  season,  And  then  there 
was  a  court  Assembled  for  our  Release,  which  was  don  by 
Banishinge  us  out  of  all  their  owne  Jurisdiction,  and  from 
our  owne  lands  and  labours  in  our  owne  plantation,  and  from 
diuerse  other  places  fan*  out  of  the  bounds  of  their  patent, 
and  all  this  in  paine  of  death, 
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For  theese  men  have  inlarged  their  terrotories,  by  draw- 
inge  away  pettie  Sachims  from  their  alegience  and  Relations 
from  the  grand  Sachims  to  whom  they  were  ingaged;  to 
become  subiects  vnto  themselues  and  to  exersise  authority 
out  of  their  Jurisdiction  as  among  their  subiects  and  so 
they  Still  them,  yea  both  English  and  Indians,  thus  have 
they  Kept  and  mentained  a  great  Company  of  Indians 
vppon  our  Lands  Lawfully  purchased,  as  their  subiects 
vnto  this  day,  to  our  great  damage  and  hardships  of  our 
Families,  Now  in  these  transactions  before  our  Release  it 
was  briuted  amonge  these  Indians  of  whom  we  had  pur¬ 
chased  our  plantation,  that  we  could  not  escape  with  our 
hues,  for  the  massachusets  would  Certainly  put  us  to  death, 
whervppon  they  wondred,  that  we  escaped  with  lif  though 
thus  euilly  intreated,  And  when  they  vnderstood  that  we 
professed  the  massachusets  to  be  subiects  and  seruants  to 
that  mighty  Sachim,  and  potent  prince  In  ould  England, 
as  well  as  our  selues,  And  that  our  acknowledgment  of  that 
eminencie  and  Royaltie  of  his  person  Justice  of  his  lawes, 
together  with  his  Sufferaigintie  ouer  all  the  English  in 
theese  parts,  had  Saued  our  hues,  so  as  they  might  not  take 
them  away  wrongfully,  The  Sachims  aboue  sayd  forth¬ 
with  Called  an  assembly,  Sate  in  Counsell,  gatheringe 
together  a  multitude  of  their  people,  to  make  ouer  them¬ 
selues  and  lands,  makinge  Choice  of  us,  in  the  Solemnizinge 
of  their  act,  as  in  the  inclosed,  whervppon  we  vndertook  a 
voyage  for  England  (through  the  help  of  som  friends  for  the 
massachusets  had  left  us  destitute  of  all  means  of  our  lieuly- 
hood)  with  full  Resolution,  to  discharge  our  dutie  in  the 
trust  Comitted  by  the  Sachims,  And  to  become  most 
humble  petitioners  to  our  Sufferaigne  which  then  was,  for 
his  gratiouse  order,  in  the  Redress,  and  reparations  of 
wrongs  don  vnto  us,  and  our  great  loses,  But  beinge  in  the 
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midst  of  those  troublouse  tymes  in  the  vnhapie  warrs,  we 
Could  not  finde  a  way  of  access  vnto  his  maiestie,  Only 
we  procured  this  act  don  by  the  Indians  to  be  put  in  print 
for  publik  vew,  In  a  smale  treatice  intituled  Simplicities 
defence ,  with  letters  sent  to  the  Gouernment  of  the  massa- 
chusets  ther  vppon,  as  in  page  the  82  and  so  on,  In  which 
treatis  the  dealings  of  the  Gouernment  of  the  massacliusets 
is  more  amply  declared,  which  they  Can  neuer  Contradict 
in  the  least, 

May  it  please  your  honor,  Now  of  Late,  the  people  of  the 
massachusets  Intrude  vppon  theese  lands  submitted,  as 
aboue  sayd,  which  vnder  Correction  we  hould  to  be  Crowne 
Land,  Therefore  we  have  vppon  the  premises,  prohibited 
such  as  begin  to  plant  vppon  them,  as  in  the  inclosed,  but 
they  vtterly  deny  to  harken  unto  it,  The  Natiues  desire  to 
Know  the  Kings  maiesties  Royall  pleasure  how  theese 
Lands  and  also  themselues  are  to  be  disposed  off,  And 
our  selues  are  so  disabled  through  opression  which  we 
vndergo,  that  we  Can  not  transport  our  selues  for  England, 
to  present  the  mater  to  the  vew  of  the  Kings  maiesty  that 
now  is,  Then  Keepinge  us  still  vnder  the  bondage  of  a 
Causless  banishment,  we  Can  not  take  Shippinge  in  the 
Countrey,  vnless  we  trauell  to  the  dutch  plantations ,  and 
so  go  first  for  holland  or  som  other  part,  as  we  were  forced 
to  do,  the  last  tyme,  to  our  great  Charg  and  Damage, 
Vppon  the  premises  we  are  humble  petitioners,  that  your 
honor  will  please  take  this  mater  into  your  graue,  and  wise, 
Consideration,  And  as  you  shall  think  fitt,  Comunicate 
it  with  his  maiestie,  that  our  humble  seruis  in  this  thinge, 
may  apeere  as  Crauinge  his  Royall  aprobation,  and  further 
Knowledge  of  his  gratiouse  pleasure  herein,  That  so  our 
trust  Comitted  by  theese  Sachims  may  be  faithfully  dis- 
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charged,  and  we  shall  euer  Remayne  your  honors  humble 
(though  unworthie)  Seraunts, 


Warwick  this  present  Aprill 
the  4:h  1662;  in  the  Nanhyganset 
Bay;  New  England 

[cover  address] 

To:  the  Right  Honorable,  the  Lord 
Hyde,  Lord  High  Chancelour  of 
England;  And  one  of  his  maiesties  most 

Honorable  privie  Counsell : 
Theese 

With 


Samuell  Gorton 
John  Wickes 
Randall  Houlden 


Trust 
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The  Act  and  Deed 


\ 


The  Act  and  Deed  of  the  voluntary  and  free  submission  of  the  chief 
Sachem ,  and  the  rest  of  the  Princes,  with  the  whole  people  of  the 
Narragansetts,  unto  the  Government  and  protection  of  that  Honorable 
State  of  Old-England;  set  down  here,  verbatim,  the  Deed  itself  being 
extant. 

KNOW  ALL  MEN,  Colonies,  Peoples,  and  Nations,  unto  whom 

«• 

the  same  hereof  shall  come;  that  we  the  chief  Sachems,  Princes  or 
Governors  of  the  Narragansett,  (in  that  part  of  America,  now  called 
New  England)  together  with  the  joint  and  unanimous  consent  of  all  our 
people  and  subjects,  inhabitants  thereof,  do  upon  serious  conderation, 
mature  and  deliberate  advice  and  counsel,  great  and  weighty  grounds 
and  reasons  moving  us  thereunto,  whereof  one  most  effectual  unto  us, 
is,  that  noble  fame  we  have  heard  of  THAT  GREAT  AND  MIGHTY 
PRINCE,  CHARLES,  KING  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN,  in  that 
honorable  and  princely  care  he  hath  of  all  his  servants,  and  true  and 
loyal  subjects;  the  consideration  whereof  moveth  and  bendeth  our 
hearts  with  one  consent,  freely,  voluntarily,  and  most  humbly  to 
submit,  subject,  and  give  over  ourselves,  peoples,  lands,  rights, 
inheritances,  and  possessions  whatsoever,  in  ourselves  and  our  heirs 
successively  for  ever,  unto  the  protection,  care  and  government  of 
that  WORTHY  AND  ROYAL  PRINCE,  CHARLES,  KING  OF 
GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND,  his  heirs  and  successors 
forever,  to  be  ruled  and  governed  according  to  the  ancient  and 
honorable  laws  and  customs,  established  in  that  so  renowned  realm 
and  kingdom  of  Old  England;  we  do,  therefore,  by  these  presents, 
confess,  and  most  willingly  and  submissively  acknowledge,  ourselves 
to  be  the  humble,  loving  and  obedient  servants  and  subjects  of  his 
Majesty;  to  be  ruled,  ordered,  and  disposed  of,  in  ourselves  and  ours, 
according  to  his  princely  wisdom,  counsel  and  laws  of  that  honorable 
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State  of  Old  England;  upon  condition  of  his  Majesty's  royal  protection , 
and  righting  of  us  in  what  wrong  is,  or  may  be  done  unto  us,  according 
to  his  honorable  laws  and  customs,  exercised  amongst  his  subjects,  in 
their  preservation  and  safety,  and  in  the  defeating  and  overthrow  of 
his,  and  their  enemies;  not  that  we  find  ourselves  necessitated  here¬ 
unto,  in  respect  of  our  relation,  or  occasion  we  have,  or  may  have, 
with  any  of  the  natives  in  these  parts,  knowing  ourselves  sufficient 
defence,  and  able  to  judge  in  any  matter  or  cause  in  that  respect; 
but  have  just  cause  of  jealously  and  suspicion  of  some  of  His  Majesty’s 
pretended  subjects.  Therefore  our  desire  is,  to  have  our  matters  and 
causes  heard  and  tried  according  to  his  just  and  equal  laws,  in  that 
way  and  order  His  Highness  shall  please  to  appoint:  Nor  can  we 
yield  over  ourselves  unto  any ,  that  are  subjects  themselves  in  any  case; 
having  ourselves  been  the  chief  Sachems,  or  Princes  sucessively,  of 
the  country,  time  out  of  mind;  and  for  our  present  and  lawful  enacting 
hereof,  being  so  far  remote  from  His  Majesty,  we  have,  by  joint 
consent,  made  choice  of  four  of  his  loyal  and  loving  subjects,  our 
trusty  and  well-beloved  friends,  Samuel  Gorton,  John  Wickes, 
Randall  Holden  and  John  Warner,  whom  we  have  deputed,  and  made 
our  lawful  Attornies  or  Commissioners,  not  only  for  the  acting  and 
performing  of  this  our  Deed,  in  the  behalf  of  His  Highness;  but  also 
for  the  safe  custody,  careful  conveyance,  and  declaration  hereof  unto 
his  grace;  being  done  upon  the  lands  of  the  Narragansett,  at  a  Court 
or  General  Assembly  called  and  assembled  together,  of  purpose,  for 
the  public  enacting,  and  manifestation  hereof. 

And  for  the  further  confirmation,  and  establishing  of  this  our 
Act  and  Deed,  we,  the  abovesaid  Sachems  or  Princes,  have,  according 
to  that  commendable  custom  of  Englishmen,  subscribed  our  names 
and  set  our  seals  hereunto,  as  so  many  testimonies  of  our  faith  and 
truth,  our  love  and  loyalty  to  that  our  dread  Sovereign,  and  that 
according  to  the  Englishmen’s  account.  Dated  the  nineteenth  day 
of  April,  one  thousand  six  hundred  forty-four. 
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PESSICUS,  his  mark,  Chief  Sachem,  and  successor 
of  that  late  deceased  Miantonomi. 

The  mark  of  that  ancient  CONANICUS,  Protector  of 
that  late  deceased  Miantonomi,  during  the  time 
of  his  nonage. 

The  mark  of  MIXAN,  son  and  heir  of  that  above- 
said  Conanicus. 


Witnessed  by  two  of  the  chief  counsellors  to  Sachem  Pessicus. 


AUWASHOOSSE,  his  mark 


Indians. 


TOMANICK,  his  mark 


Sealed  and  delivered,  in  the  presence  of  these  persons. 


English.' 


CHRISTOPHER  HELME, 
ROBERT  POTTER, 
RICHARD  CARDER. 
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